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Other exhibitions are the individual groups 
of works of Mr. Peixotto, and Mr. Barse, 
the former chiefly of illustrations, and the latter 
of oil paintings. A notice of Mr. Peixotto 
will be found on page 9. Mr. Barse is a 
native of Detroit and a former student of the 
Art Institute of Chicago. He studied under 
Cabanel and Lefebvre, and lived in Paris and 
Italy nine years, but is now resident in New 
York. 

During November there will be an exhibi- 
tion of the Atlan Club, a Society of china 
painters who have distinguished themselves 
by the beauty, refinement and appropriate- 
ness of their designs; and in December the 
Society of Western Artists, composed of artists 
of St. Louis, Cincinnati, Indianapolis, Chi- 
cago and other places in the middle West, 
will hold an exhibition. 



MEMBERSHIPS 
The membership of the Art Institute is 
always a matter of vital concern, because it 
is by far the largest source of income of which 
the use is not limited. The park tax must be 
applied wholly to maintenance, and the en- 
dowment is small. Acquisitions of works of 
art must be made chiefly from the income 
from memberships. The total income from 
all kinds of memberships last year was 
$28,218.17, a considerable sum, but it is 
less than one-sixth of the amount available 
annually in the Metropolitan Museum of 
New York for the purchase of works of art, 
and it is an unwelcome fact that our annual 
members are now no more numerous than 
they were in 1889, eighteen years ago. 
When we consider that the city has doubled 
in population within this period, that the in- 
terest in art has greatly extended, and that 
the privileges of the Art Institute have in- 
creased tenfold, this is inexplicable. Under 
these circumstances the Trustees are making 



earnest efforts to increase the membership. 
The Art Institute holds such a place in the 
respect and affection of our fellow citizens 
that it cannot be doubted that many would 
join the membership if it were fairly in their 
minds that it was a duty as well as a privilege. 
It is eminently true, with regard to member- 
ship, that : 

" It is twice blessed, 
It blesseth him that gives, and him that takes." 

The privileges of membership are explained 
upon the last page of this Bulletin. To a 
family that can avail itself of them, these 
privileges are worth far more than they cost. 



IMPROVEMENTS IN THE BUILDING 
Besides the reconstruction of the Old 
Masters Room and Munger Room, and the 
changes in the Library, described elsewhere, 
various changes and improvements have been 
made in the building during the summer, 
aimed in great part at rendering it more 
thoroughly fire-proof. The wooden floors 
have been replaced with cement, of a very neat 
red and gray tile pattern, in the ten top- 
lighted school rooms numbered 73 to 82. The 
wooden linings of these rooms and of the top- 
lighted school rooms Nos. 69 to 72, have been 
removed and the whole school building is now 
absolutely fire proof. The lunch room, ex- 
cept of course the mural paintings executed 
by students, has been redecorated and fur- 
nished with artistic chandeliers, etc. The 
outside building at the north east corner of 
the Museum, 70x54 ft., used for carpenter 
shop, plaster shop, storage, etc., has been re- 
moved and is being replaced by a one-story 
and basement building of fire-proof construc- 
tion, which will probably be finished in No- 
vember. This building will not only accom- 
modate the working force, but will furnish 
three or four new top-lighted school rooms, 
which are much needed. 



